
  In March of 2025, I was intro-
duced to Dr. Barnabas Benton because 
members of my family bought his 
house. Well, not exactly buy his house, 
but the house he built in 1795. Given 
that he was born in 1760, I did  not ex-
actly meet him either.  
   When Barnabas built his house at 129 
Grand Street in Highland, NY, it con-
sisted of one story. Sometime around 
1916 a floor was added by constructing 
a story under the original house, mak-
ing the original the second floor.  
   In those days it was common to name 
larger homes and it became known as 
“Braecroft,” Scottish for Small Farm. 
   Barnabas was an accomplished man 

becoming the first physician for that 
area of New Paltz (now known as the 
Town of Lloyd). He was also the Post 
Master for New Paltz Landing, the Hud-
son River port in Highland.  
    
  MARY TICE: Sometime in the early 
1920s, Mary Tice, a 16 year-old Milton, 
NY, girl appeared to have rabies inflicted 
by a puppy which was killed long before 
Mary showed symptoms. According to a 
long and detailed article, she was at-
tended by Highland Dr. Gedney, and his 
ministrations were witnessed by three 
other doctors, including our Barnabas 
Benton. The article is a long and grue-
some, detailing the suffering of poor 

Mary and the efforts of her doctor.  
     She lived.  
I have not been able to corroborate that 
she was actually suffering from rabies, 
but she was saved from whatever rav-
aged her young body.  
   The article on Mary appeared in many 
newspapers throughout the Northeast, 
including the New York Evening Post. 
I have not found any information on 
the story recognizing Dr. Gedney for a 
cure of rabies.   
 

*** 
The house was renovated by  

Louie Yess in 2025. Subcontractors in-
cluded Darryl Green, electric and J. 

McManus Metal Roofing. 

Barnabas Benton, MD, Braecroft, and Mary Tice  
by Vivian Yess Wadlin

1795 Benton Home, “Braecroft,” shown prior  to the 
addition of a new first floor raising  the roof around 

1916. Circa 1860 photo.
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