
Published by the Huguenot Historical Society in 
1977, Ulster County in the Revolution is a  testa-
ment to the American Patriots of that war and to the 
dedication of historians and researchers long gone. 
Its introduction makes clear it is about identifying 
those men who served under arms. The book took 
six-years of detailed research by the Bicentennial 
Committee of the society. In the Introduction, it 
states, 

The prime sources were the lists of New York 
soldiers compiled under Fernow in 1887 and 
Roberts in 1897 and the Signers of the Articles of 
Association,* as recorded in various county and 
town histories. We are not attempting to verify 
these earlier works by duplicating their efforts, 
but build upon them by comparing them with 
published and unpublished public, church, and 
cemetery records, family histories, and the like.  

The service of many is not recorded, often because 
men served in units other than those known to have 
Ulster roots. Also, Ulster County in 1776 had very 
different geographic boundaries than those of today.  

Regardless, the book is a gold mine for anyone looking for a par-
ticular soldier. They are listed alphabetically and with an array of de-
tails provided in abbreviations next to a name.  

I had a particular interest in soldiers named Swart and Auchmoody, 
as there is record of  Revolutionary War soldiers by those names bu-
ried in the Auchmoody Cemetery, now in the Town of Lloyd (Swarte-
kill Road), located on what had been my grandparents’ farm.  

Sargent David Auchmoody (1738-1809), identified as serving in 

the First Ulster, is found in two separate listings. 
At the time of his demise, the area was part of 
New Paltz. Clearly, he is our Auchmoody as he 
is listed as buried in his family’s cemetery.  

The book had no fewer than 21 Swarts. None 
of whom seemed to have found final rest in the 
Auchmoody Cemetery. But, according to Beatrice 
Wadlin’s Times and Tales of The Town of Lloyd, 
the following is quoted from NY Revolutionary 
Archives I, p. 302: 

Under the title “Preparedness in 1775,  

The patriots not only showed their willing-
ness to resist the British Government by sign-
ing the Articles of Association,* but they began 
to form companies and drill. One forth of all 
the men able to perform military duty were 
immediately enrolled as Minute Men.** There 
were two regiments of Minute Men in Ulster 
County. In the northern regiment under the 
command of Col. Wynkeep, Stephen Schryler, 
Sr., and David Auchmoody were enrolled in 
Captain Swart’s company.   

      *** 

* Articles of Association were signed by Patriots to pledge loyalty to 
the incipient revolution.  

** The Minute Men were a special group, each prepared at a mo-
ment’s notice to muster and fight. I could find no other confirma-
tion that David Auchmoody was a Minute Man. Nor could I 
identify his headstone, but a few stones were stolen in the 1960s. 
Others were to worn to read. 
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Above is the tomb of David Auchmoody who 
was born in 1776, and on the stone are the 
names of other family members interred in 
the Auchmoody Cemetery. His father, we as-
sume, was the Patriot, who may or may not 
have been a Minute Man. 

Photo right, (2009) is of the (partial) circa 1790s Auchmoody Farm house 
after a major renovation. The right half is original, the left was an 1830s addition. 
It is just north of the Auchmoody Cemetery (which is in the Town of Lloyd) on 
Swartekill Road, Town of Esopus. The house’s actual date of origin is unknown, 
but it appears on many early maps. North of the house and on the east side of 
Swartekill Road is Auchmoody Pond. Their family farm was extensive. Today it 
would have been within the towns of Esopus, Lloyd, and New Paltz. 
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